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Sunday after Nativity
The infant-slaying Herod mentioned here is the same one that ruled 
at the time of Christ's Nativity. In those days, certain Magi, who were 
wise and noble men, perhaps even kings, set forth from the East, and 
came to Jerusalem,  seeking  the King of  the Jews,  Who had been 
born; and they said that in the East, where their homeland was, an 
unusual  and  strange  star  had  appeared  two  years  before,  which, 
according to an ancient oracle (Num 24:17), was to signify the birth 
of some great king of the Jews. "For we have seen His star in the 
east,"  they  said,  "and  have  come  to  worship  Him"  (Matt.  2:2). 

Hearing these things,  Herod was troubled, and the whole city together with him. Then, 
having  inquired  and  been  informed  by  the  high  priests  and  scribes  of  the  people  that,  
according to the prophecies, Christ was to be born in Bethlehem, he sent the Magi thither 
and ordered them that, when they would find the Child, to inform him, so that he also - as he 
affirmed - might go and worship Him. But the Magi, after they had worshipped, departed by 
another way to their own country by a divine command. Then Herod was wroth and sent 
men to slay all the infants of Bethlehem and the parts round about, from two years old and 
under, thinking that with them he would also certainly slay the King Who had been born. 
But this vain man who fought against God was mocked, since Jesus the Child, with Mary 
His Mother, under the protection of Joseph the Betrothed, fled into Egypt at the command 
of an Angel. As for those innocent infants, they became the first Martyrs slain in behalf of  
Christ. But their blood-thirsty executioner, the persecutor of Christ, came down with dropsy 
after a short time, with his members rotting and being eaten by worms, and he ended his life  
in a most wretched manner.

Saints:  Sunday  after  Nativity;   14,000  infants  (Holy  Innocents)  slain  by  Herod  in 
Bethlehem;    Our Righteous Father Thaddeus the Confessor

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
People: Christmas Feast -Hymnal Pg 105 “Your Birth O Christ” (English)
People: "Come let us bow down to Christ...." Hymnal P.24
Leaders & People: Apolytikion-Hymnal Pg 81 (In Greek)

People:  Troparion of our Church - See paper in the pews (“Hail Mother of God”)

People and Leaders - Seasonal Kontakion sung in Greek.

People:  Read-Seasonal Kontakion, (English) On this day the Virgin beareth the 
Transcendent in essence; * to the Unapproachable, * the earth doth offer a small 
cave; * Angels join in choir with shepherds * in giving glory; * with a star the 
Magi travel upon their journey; * for our sakes is born a young Child, * He that 
existed * before the ages as God. 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=358&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=358&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=1163&type=saints&date=12/29/2013&D=S


Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19
Psalm 67.35,26
God is wonderful among his saints.
Verse: Bless God in the congregations.

BRETHREN, I would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is 
not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came  
through  a  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ.  For  you  have  heard  of  my  former  life  in  
Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I  
advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely 
zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me apart  
before I was born, and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his 
Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with 
flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, 
but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then after three 
years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. 
But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 

GOSPEL of Matthew 2:13-23

When the wise men departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." And he rose and 
took the child and his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until 
the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of  
Egypt have I called my son."

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious 
rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who 
were two years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the 
wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was 
heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they were no more." But when Herod died, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Rise, take the child 
and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are 
dead." And he rose and took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But 
when he heard that Archelaos reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 
And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets  
might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazarene."



• Today’s Epistle Reader:   Venice Cosmadelis
• Candle Stand:   Curtis and Emily Thomas

FROM THE PSALMS:
Praise his glorious name forever! May his glory fill the whole world. 

Psalm 72 - verse 19

Weekly Announcements
1. Two Trays, second Tray for  Building Fund
2. Please  call  Venice  Cosmadelis,  Chairman  of  the  St.  Katherine’s  Sunshine 

Committee,  at  352-686-1199,  if  you  know  of  anyone  who  is  ill  or  in  the 
Hospital.

3. In our Orthodox tradition, Priest do visitations around Christmas Season to the 
parishioners who cannot make it to the services,   Fr. Julian will visit anyone 
who you wish him to visit.   Visitation will be on Sundays after Services.   This 
will be ongoing till  the end of January.     Please send contact information to 
Father Julian at his email,     fr.juliand@gmail.com     He can also be reached 
at------------------- Phone number 727-667-3252.

Philoptochos Information:
1. Please  Contact  Emily Thomas  with Your Ideas  and Your Desire  to  assist  in 

making  Christ  the  Savior  Greek  Orthodox  Church’s  next  Greek  Festival  on 
February 7th & 8th, 2014, Better then ever.  “You are needed to make it happen

2. Emily Thomas has Tickets available to be Sold at this time for this years Greek 
Festival Grand prize.    Sell them to Friends and Neighbors before the tickets are 
sold out.

3. Philoptochos ladies are having a Craft Session, on Thursday January 2 2014 at 
10:00 AM, to make Items to sell at the Greek Festival. 
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