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11th Sunday of Luke
Patriarch Abraham

 On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the 
eleventh  of  this  month,  we  commemorate  Christ's 
forefathers according to the flesh, both those that came 
before the Law, and those that lived after the giving of 
the Law.

Special  commemoration  is  made  of  the  Patriarch 
Abraham,  to  whom the  promise  was first  given,  when 
God said to him, "In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed" (Gen. 22:18). This promise was given 
some two thousand years before Christ, when Abraham 
was  seventy-five  years  of  age.  God  called  him  and 

commanded him to forsake his country, parents, and kinsmen, and to depart to the land 
of the Canaanites. When he arrived there, God told him, "I will give this land to thy 
seed" (Gen. 12:7); for this cause, that land was called the "Promised Land," which later 
became the country of the Hebrew people, and which is also called Palestine by the 
historians. There, after the passage of twenty-four years, Abraham received God's law 
concerning circumcision. In the one hundredth year of his life, when Sarah was in her 
ninetieth year, they became the parents of Isaac. Having lived 175 years altogether, he 
reposed in peace, a venerable elder full of days.

Saints: The Holy Hieromartyr Eleutherius, Bishop of Illyricum
The Martyr Susannah the Deaconess

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
People: Apolytikion-Hymnal Pg 89 “From on high did You descend” (English)

People: "Come let us bow down to Christ...." Hymnal P.24

Leaders & People: repeat Apolytikion-Hymnal Pg 89 (In Greek)

People:  Troparion of our Church - See paper in the pews

People and Leaders - Seasonal Kontakion sung in Greek.

People:  Read-Seasonal Kontakion, (English) On this day the Virgin cometh to the 
cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was before all the ages. * Dance 
for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels and the shepherds 
now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * before the 
ages is God.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”



EPISTLE – St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 1:8-18
Psalm 115.15,12
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.
Verse: What shall I render to the Lord for all that he has given me?
TIMOTHY, my son, do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel in the power of God, who saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his own purpose 
and the  grace  which  he gave us  in  Christ  Jesus  ages  ago,  and now has  manifested 
through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a preacher 
and apostle and teacher, and therefore I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that Day what has 
been entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard from 
me,  in  the  faith  and love  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus;  guard  the  truth  that  has  been 
entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us.
You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, and among them Phygelos 
and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphoros, for he 
often refreshed me; he was not ashamed of my chains, but when he arrived in Rome he 
searched for me eagerly and found me - may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the 
Lord on that Day and you well know all the service he rendered at Ephesos.

GOSPEL of Luke 14:16-24

 The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, 
and invited many; and at the time of the banquet he sent his 
servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is 
now ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first 
said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I 
pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray you, 
have me excused.' And another said, 'I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported this 
to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, 

'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed 
and blind and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, 
and there is still room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and 
hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none 
of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are 
chosen.'"



• Today’s Epistle Reader:   Curt Thomas
• Candle Stand:   Curtis and Emily Thomas

FROM THE PSALMS:
I am weak and helpless; come to me quickly, 0 God. You are my savior and my 
Lord - hurry to my aid! Psalm 70 - verse 5 

George Nikas passed on Monday morning.
Aphrodite and Family have requested expressions of sympathy be made to

Christ the Savior Greek Orthodox Church
George will be missed by all CSGOC Members

Weekly Announcements
1. Two Trays, second Tray for  Building Fund

2. Please  call  Venice  Cosmadelis,  Chairman  of  the  St.  Katherine’s  Sunshine 
Committee,  at  352-686-1199,  if  you  know  of  anyone  who  is  ill  or  in  the 
Hospital.

3. In our Orthodox tradition, Priest do visitations around Christmas Season to the 
parishioners who cannot make it to the services,   Fr. Julian will visit anyone 
who you wish him to visit.   Visitation will be on Sundays after Services.   This 
will be ongoing till  the end of January.     Please send contact information to 
Father Julian at his email,     fr.juliand@gmail.com     He can also be reached 
at------------------- Phone number 727-667-3252.

4. Today, Sunday School and JOY Group are sponsoring a luncheon and Christmas 
Festival following Church.  We invite you to join us for a Lenten Lunch while 
watching the Children perform in a Nativity Play, Holiday Singing and Greek 
dancing!   Rumor has it, Santa may swing by to celebrate

For questions or concerns Contact Airien Thomas.

• Tuesday, Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 p.m.

Philoptochos Information:
1. Food and Donations are needed for the Christmas Food Baskets.
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