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7th Sunday of Matthew
The  Dormition  of  our  Most  Holy  Lady  the 
Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary.

Concerning  the  Dormition  of  the  Theotokos, 
this  is  what  the  Church  has  received  from 
ancient times from the tradition of the Fathers. 
When the time drew nigh that our Savior was 
well-pleased to take His Mother to Himself, He 
declared unto her through an Angel that three 
days hence, He would translate her from this 
temporal life to eternity and bliss. On hearing 
this, she went up with haste to the Mount of 
Olives, where she prayed continuously. Giving 

thanks to God, she returned to her house and prepared whatever was 
necessary for her burial. While these things were taking place, clouds 
caught up the Apostles from the ends of the earth, where each one 
happened to be preaching, and brought them at once to the house of 
the Mother of God, who informed them of the cause of their sudden 
gathering. As a mother, she consoled them in their affliction as was 
meet, and then raised her hands to Heaven and prayed for the peace 
of the world. She blessed the Apostles, and, reclining upon her bed 
with seemliness, gave up her all-holy spirit into the hands of her Son 
and God.

With  reverence  and  many  lights,  and  chanting  burial  hymns,  the 
Apostles  took  up  that  God-receiving  body  and  brought  it  to  the 
sepulchre, while the Angels from Heaven chanted with them, and sent 
forth her who is higher than the Cherubim. But one Jew, moved by 
malice,  audaciously  stretched  forth  his  hand  upon  the  bed  and 
immediately received from divine judgment the wages of his audacity. 
Those daring hands were severed by an invisible blow. But when he 
repented and asked forgiveness, his hands were restored. When they 
had  reached the place  called  Gethsemane,  they  buried  there  with 
honor  the  all-immaculate  body  of  the  Theotokos,  which  was  the 
source of Life. But on the third day after the burial, when they were 
eating together, and raised up the artos (bread) in Jesus' Name, as 
was their custom, the Theotokos appeared in the air, saying "Rejoice" 



to them. From this they learned concerning the bodily translation of 
the Theotokos into the Heavens.

These  things  has  the  Church  received  from  the  traditions  of  the 
Fathers, who have composed many hymns out of reverence, to the 
glory of the Mother of our God. 

Saints: Euplus the Holy Martyr & Archdeacon of Cantania;  Our Holy 
Father Niphonus, Patriarch of Constantinople; 
Commemoration of St. Spyridon's Miracle in Corfu against the 
Turkish invasion of 1716

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

People: Apolytikion - Hymnal - Page 86-87 - "The Angelic Powers”  
in English
People: "Come let us bow down to Christ...." Hymnal P.24
Leaders and People: repeat Apolytikion in Greek
People:  Troparion of our Church - See paper in the pews
People: Seasonal Kontakion: Read:  -  You were transfigured upon 
the mount, O Christ our God, and Your disciples, in so far as they 
could bear,  beheld Your glory. Thus, when they see You crucified, 
they may understand Your voluntary passion,  and proclaim to the 
world that You are truly the effulgence of the Father.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St. Paul's Letter to Romans 15:1-7 
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.

BRETHREN, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor 
for his good, to edify him. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it 
is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on me." 
For  whatever  was  written  in  former  days  was  written  for  our 
instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 
scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, 
in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice 



glorify the God and Father of your Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one 
another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

GOSPEL- Matthew 9:27-35
At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two 
blind  men  followed  him,  crying  aloud,  "Have 
mercy on us, Son of David." When he entered the 
house,  the blind men came to  him; and Jesus 
said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to 
do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he 
touched  their  eyes,  saying,  "According  to  your 
faith  be  it  done  to  you."  And  their  eyes  were 
opened.  And Jesus  sternly  charged them, "See 
that no one knows it." But they went away and 
spread his fame through all that district.
As  they  were  going  away,  behold,  a  dumb 

demoniac was brought to him. And when the demon had been cast 
out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying, "Never 
was anything like this seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He 
casts out demons by the prince of demons."
And Jesus  went  about  all  the  cities  and villages,  teaching in  their 
synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 
every disease and every infirmity among the people.

• Today’s Epistle Reader:   Peter George
• Candle Stand:   Stacey and Peter George

FROM THE PSALMS:
But I am like an olive tree growing in the house of God; I trust in his 
constant love forever and ever. Psalm 52 - verse 8 

Bulletin Sponsor: Aphrodite Nikas
In Loving Memory of My Sister and Brother-in-Law

Helen and Anastasios Alexiades
May Their Memory be Eternal



Weekly Announcements
1. We welcome back Fr. Julian Damian to Christ The Savior Greek 

Orthodox Church. 
2. Two Trays, second Tray for  Building fund
3. This fall’s Sunday school is in a great need of new Teachers to 

ensure that we can continue to provide the Young Orthodox 
Children a proper religious education.    All those interested, 
Provide your name and information to the Parish Council 
President (Curt Thomas)

4. Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s 
Sunshine Committee, at 352-686-1199, if you know of anyone 
who is ill or in the Hospital.
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