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5 th Sunday of Matthew
Saint Irene, who was from Cappadocia, flourished in the 
ninth century. Because of her great beauty and virtue, she 
was brought to Constantinople as a prospective bride for 
the young Emperor Michael (842-867); however, as Saint 
Joannicius the Great foretold, it was God's will that she 
assume the  monastic  habit  instead.  She  shone forth  in 
great ascetical labours, and suffered many attacks from 
the  demons;  while  yet  a  novice,  she  attained  to  the 
practice of Saint Arsenius the Great, of praying the whole 
night long with arms stretched out towards Heaven (see 
May 8). God showed forth great signs and wonders in 
her,  and  she  became  the  Abbess  of  the  Convent  of 
Chrysovalantou. She was granted the gift of clairvoyance 
and  knew  the  thoughts  of  all  that  came  to  her.  She 

appeared in a vision to the king and rebuked him for unjustly imprisoning a nobleman 
who had been falsely accused. Through a sailor from Patmos to whom he had appeared, 
Saint John the Evangelist  sent her fragrant and wondrous apples from Paradise.  She 
reposed at the age of 103, still retaining the youthful beauty of her countenance. After 
her repose, marvelous healings beyond number have been wrought by her to the present 
day.

Saints: Irene the Righteous of Chrysovalantou, Prochoros, Nicanor, Timon, & 
Parmenas the Apostles of the 70, Our Righteous Father Paul of Xeropotamos

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

Apolytikion, of the Third Tone, Hymnal P. 84-85 “The Tidings” (in English)

“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Repeat Apolytikion (in Greek, led by the priest)

Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ  (See paper in the 
pews)
Seasonal Kontakion: - sung in Greek and English: “In the Grave Tone” 
You were transfigured upon the mount, O Christ our God, and Your disciples, in so far 
as they could bear, beheld Your glory. Thus, when they see You crucified, they may 
understand Your voluntary passion, and proclaim to the world that You are truly the 
effulgence of the Father.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”



EPISTLE – St. Paul's Letter to Romans 10:1-10

O Lord, how manifold are your works. You have made all things in wisdom.
Verse:  Bless the Lord, O my soul.

BRETHREN, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. I  
bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. For, being 
ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, 
they did not submit to God's righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law, that every 
one  who  has  faith  may  be  justified.  Moses  writes  that  the  man  who  practices  the 
righteousness which is based on the law shall live by it. But the righteousness based on 
faith says, Do not say in your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?" (that is, to bring 
Christ down) or "Who will descend into the abyss?" (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). But what does it say? The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that 
is, the word of faith which we preach); because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so 
is saved. 

GOSPEL- Matthew 8:28-34; 9:1

At  that  time,  when  Jesus  came  to  the  other  side,  to  the 
country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met him, coming 
out of the tombs, so fierce that no one would pass that way. 
And behold, they cried out, "What have you to do with us, O 
Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the 
time?"  Now  a  herd  of  many  swine  was  feeding  at  some 
distance from them. And the demons begged him, "If you cast 
us out, send us away into the herd of swine." And he said to 
them, "Go." So they came out and went into the swine; and 
behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the 
sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going 

into the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, 
all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they begged him to leave 
their neighborhood. And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city.

• Today’s Epistle Reader:   Christina Manolis
• Candle Stand:   John Stavros & Amy Mirialakis



FROM THE PSALMS:
The heavens proclaim that God is righteous, that he himself is judge. 

Psalm 50 - verse 6 

Weekly Announcements
1. Two Trays, second Tray for  DINO ADAMIS fund
2. This fall’s Sunday school is in a great need of new Teachers to 

ensure that we can continue to provide the Young Orthodox Children 
a proper religious education.    All those interested, Provide your 
name and information to the Parish Council President (Curt Thomas)

3. Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s 
Sunshine Committee, at 352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who 
is ill or in the Hospital.

4. The Philoptochos Card Workshop at “The Villages” was very 
successful.

BULLETIN SPONSOR: 
Koulouvaris & Thomas Family

IN Loving MEMORY OF FILIO KOULOUVARIS
A LOVING WIFE, MOTHER, 

GRANDMOTHER, AND GREAT GRANDMOTHER
Remembering you with love each day
ON THIS, THE SIX MONTH MEMORIAL
MAY God Keep you in his Loving care

& Your memory be eternal
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