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4 th Sunday of Matthew
Of our Venerable Fathers John and Symeon 

the Fool for Christ
These  Saints  were  from  the  city  of  Edessa  in 
Mesopotamia  and  flourished  during  the  reign  of 
Justin the Younger (565-578). After a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem they were moved with a desire to forsake 
the world; they were tonsured monks by the Abbot 
Nicon, and soon after left the monastery to struggle 
together in the wilderness near the Dead Sea. When 
they  had  passed  a  little  more  than  thirty  years 
together  in  silence  and  prayer,  Symeon,  having 
reached the heights of dispassion, departed for Emesa 
in Syria, where he passed the rest of his life playing 
the fool, saving many souls from sin while hiding his 
sanctity  with  seemingly  senseless  behavior.  He 

reposed in 570; by the providence of God, John, who had remained in the wilderness, 
departed soon after.

Also Commemorated;   Parthenios, Bishop of Arta, and the three holy Martyrs of Melitene

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

Apolytikion, of the Third Tone, Hymnal P. 83-84 “Let All Things Rejoice” (in 
English)

“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Repeat Apolytikion (in Greek, led by the priest)

Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ  (See paper in the 
pews)
Seasonal  Kontakion: -  sung  in  Greek  and  English:  “A  protection  of  Christians 
unshamable, Intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the prayerful 
cries of those who are in sin.  Instead, come to us for you are good, Your loving help 
bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you; hasten to intercede for us, and speed now 
to supplicate to Him  as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you."

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”



EPISTLE – St. Paul's Letter to Romans 6:18-23

Sing praises to our God, sing praises.
Verse: Clap your hands, all you nations.

BRETHREN, having been set free from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness. I 
am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once 
yielded your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your 
members to righteousness for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But then what 
return did you get from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those 
things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
God, the return you get is sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God, is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

GOSPEL- Matthew 8:5-13

At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching 
him and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress." And 
he said to him, "I will come and heal him." But the centurion answered him, "Lord, I am 
not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will 
be healed. For I am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, 
'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this,' and 
he does it." When Jesus heard him, he marveled, and said to those who followed him, 
"Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will  
come from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there 
men will weep and gnash their teeth." And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; be it done 
for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that very moment.

• Today’s Epistle Reader:   Alexandra Kales
• Candle Stand:   Curtis and Emily Thomas

FROM THE PSALMS:
But God will rescue me; he will save me from the power of death. 

Psalm 49 - verse 15 



Weekly Announcements
1. Two Trays, second Tray for  Building Fund
2. This fall’s Sunday school is in a great need of new Teachers to 

ensure that we can continue to provide the Young Orthodox Children 
a proper religious education.    All those interested, Provide your 
name and information to the Parish Council President (Curt Thomas)

3. Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s 
Sunshine Committee, at 352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who 
is ill or in the Hospital.

4. All Ladies are invited to a Private Workshop to make Name Day 
Cards.   Workshop is being held for The Philoptochos Ladies, at The 
Villages on Thursday 25th of July 2013.    Ladies will meet at 
Monster Motors at 8:00am - 8:15am to Car Pool.   For Information 
call Emily Thomas at 352-650-0307.

Bulletin Sponsor: George J. Nikas
In Loving Memory of My Parents

John and Katina Nikas
May Their Memory be Eternal
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