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16th Sunday of Luke

The Publican and Pharisee 
The  Pharisees  were  an  ancient  and  outstanding  sect 
among the Jews known for their diligent observance of 
the outward matters of the Law. Although, according to 
the word of our Lord, they "did all their works to be seen 
of men" (Matt. 23:5), and were hypocrites (ibid. 23: 13, 
14, 15, etc.),  because of the apparent holiness of their 
lives they were thought by all to be righteous, and separ-
ate from others, which is what the name Pharisee means. 
On  the  other  hand,  Publicans,  collectors  of  the  royal 
taxes,  committed  many  injustices  and  extortions  for 
filthy lucre's sake, and all held them to be sinners and 
unjust.  It  was therefore according to  common opinion 

that the Lord Jesus in His parable signified a virtuous person by a Pharisee, and a sin-
ner by a Publican, to teach His disciples the harm of pride and the profit of humble-
mindedness.

Since the chief weapon for virtue is humility, and the greatest hindrance to it is pride, 
the divine Fathers have set these three weeks before the Forty-day Fast as a prepara-
tion for the spiritual struggles of virtue. This present week they have called Harbinger, 
since it declares that the Fast is approaching; and they set humility as the foundation 
for all our spiritual labors by appointing that the parable of the Publican and the Phar-
isee be read today, even before the Fast begins, to teach, through the vaunting of the 
Pharisee, that the foul smoke of self-esteem and the stench of boasting drives away the 
grace of the Spirit, strips man of all his virtue, and casts him into the pits of Hades; 
and, through the repentance and contrite prayer of the Publican, that humility confers 
upon the sinner forgiveness of all his wicked deeds and raises him up to the greatest 
heights.

All foods are allowed the week that follows this Sunday.

Saints:  Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee:     Romanos,  Prince of Uglich  
First & Second Finding of the Venerable Head of John the Baptist, 

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Apolytikion, Hymn of the Feast; Hymnal Pg. 84-85 "The Tidings" 

 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)



Seasonal Kontakion: (Read);   Let us flee from the boasting of the Pharisee and learn 
through our own sighs of sorrow the humility of the Publican. Let us cry out to the Sa-
vior, "Have mercy on us, for through You alone are we reconciled."

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St. Paul's Second Letter to Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ.

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power be-
longs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
manifested in our bodies. For while we live we are always being given up to death for 
Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is 
at work in us, but life in you.

Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so I 
spoke," we too believed, and so we speak, knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus 
will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into His presence. For it is all for 
your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanks-
giving, to the glory of God.

GOSPEL – Luke 18:10-14 

The Lord said this parable, "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with him-
self, 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.' But the 
tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but he who humbles himself will be exalted."

• Today’s Epistle Reader:   Alexandra Kales
• Candle Stand:   John Stravros and Amy Mirialakis



ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• Please call  Venice Cosmadelis,  Chairman of the St. Katherine’s  Sunshine 
Committee,  at  352-686-1199,  if  you  know of  anyone  who  is  ill or  in  the 
Hospital.

FROM THE PSALMS:
Lord, you are my God; I will give you thanks forever Psalm 30 - verse 12b

SAINT STEFANOS 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

3600 76th St N, Saint Petersburg, FL 33710—1262 • (727) 345—8235 • Fax: (727) 345-8286 
Reverend Father Soterios Rousakis, Presbyter 

Website: www.ststefanos.org E-mail: office@ststefanos.org 

February 5, 2013 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
In the spirit of love and brotherhood, I would like to invite you and your community to our  St. 
Stefanos Greek Festival that will occur on March 8, 9, and 10, 2013. The festival is a time of joy 
and fellowship for all the participants. 
We pray to the Lord that our festival will bring people together and guide them to find spiritual 
nourishment as well as enjoying the great meals. 
Wishing you a blessed New Year and we look forward to your support and participation. 
Thank you 

 
Yours in Christ,
St. Stefanos 2013 Festival Committee 
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