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Photius the Great, Patriarch of Constantinople
As for the thrice-blessed Photius, the great and most 
resplendent Father and teacher of the Church, the Con-
fessor of the Faith and Equal to the Apostles, he lived 
during the years of the emperors Michael (the son of 
Theophilus), Basil the Macedonian, and Leo his son. 
He was the son of pious parents,  Sergius and Irene, 
who suffered for the Faith under the Iconoclast Emper-
or Theophilus; he was also a nephew of Saint Tarasius, 
Patriarch of Constantinople (see Feb. 25). He was born 
in Constantinople, where he excelled in the foremost 
imperial  ministries,  while  ever  practicing  a  virtuous 
and godly life. An upright and honorable man of sin-
gular  learning  and  erudition,  he  was  raised  to  the 

apostolic, ecumenical, and patriarchal throne of Constantinople in the year 857.

The  many struggles  that  this  thrice-blessed  one  undertook for  the  Orthodox  Faith 
against the Manichaeans, the Iconoclasts, and other heretics, and the attacks and as-
saults that he endured from Nicholas I, the haughty and ambitious Pope of Rome, and 
the  great  persecutions  and  distresses  he  suffered,  are  beyond  number.  Contending 
against the Latin error of the filioque, that is, the doctrine that the Holy Spirit proceeds 
from both the Father and the Son, he demonstrated clearly with his Mystagogy on the 
Holy Spirit how the filioque destroys the unity and equality of the Trinity. He has left 
us many theological writings, panegyric homilies, and epistles, including one to Boris, 
the Sovereign of Bulgaria, in which he set forth for him the history and teachings of 
the Seven Ecumenical Councils. Having tended the Church of Christ in holiness and in 
an evangelical manner, and with fervent zeal having rooted out all the tares of every 
alien teaching, he departed to the Lord in the Monastery of the Armenians on February 
6, 891.

Saints:  The Holy Hieromartyr Haralambos,    Anastasios, Patriarch of Jerusalem
 Porphyrios & Baptos the Monk-martyrs

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Apolytikion, Hymn of the Feast; Hymnal Pg. 81-82 "When You Descended" 

 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Seasonal  Kontakion:  (Read);   O Protection  of  Christians  that  cannot  be  put  to 
shame, mediation unto the creator most constant: O despise not the voices of those 



who have sinned; but be quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry 
unto thee: Hasten to intercession and speed thou to make supplication, O thou who 
dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 2:1-10

TIMOTHY, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have 
heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on service 
gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who enlisted him. 
An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It is the hard-
working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over what I say, 
for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything.

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as preached in 
my gospel, the gospel for which I am suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal. But 
the word of God is not fettered. Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, 
that they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory.

GOSPEL – Matthew 25:14-30

The Lord said this parable: "A man going on a journey called his servants and en-
trusted to them his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, 
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five tal-
ents went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he 
who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one tal-
ent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had re-
ceived the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to 
him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will 
set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.' And he also who had the two tal-
ents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made 
two talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your  
master.'  He also who had received the one talent  came forward,  saying,  'Master,  I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 



did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here 
you have what is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful ser-
vant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not win-
nowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my com-
ing I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from 
him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every one who has will more be 
given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will  
be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will 
weep and gnash their teeth." As he said these things he cried out: "He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear!"

• Today’s Epistle Reader:   David Covington

• Candle Stand:   Donna Hados & Jennie Palmenteri
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• Kids Closet is a project of St. Katherine’s that will continue;   Personal items and 
clothing for School Children, ages 8 to 16 years needed.

• Please call  Venice Cosmadelis,  Chairman of the St. Katherine’s  Sunshine 
Committee,  at  352-686-1199,  if  you  know of  anyone  who  is  ill or  in  the 
Hospital.

• Protein Snacks for Soldier’s boxes;    See Amy Mirialakis for details.
To all CSGOC Members that helped in this years Greek Festival - a  Hardy 
Thank You !!!!!!!!!!

FROM THE PSALMS:
Give praise to the Lord; he has heard my cry for help. Psalm 28 - verse 6 

                   

Bulletin Sponsor; Amy Mirialakis
In memory of George Mirialakis

Beloved husband, father and brother
May his memory be Eternal
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