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Sunday after Epiphany

Today we celebrate the New Year with Vasilopita. We 
will bless the bread with an Artoklasia service at the 
close of our Liturgy.

From St Basil Academy’s website: 

One of the most beautiful and inspiring traditions and 
customs of the Greek Orthodox Church is the observ-
ance of Vasilopita. It is this annual family observance, 
together  with many other  traditions  of  our Church, 
which joins our Orthodox Faith and heritage with the 
history of the Christian religion itself.

The word Vasilopita is a compound Greek word which 
means the sweet 'bread of Basil'.

Background

This age old tradition commenced in the fourth cen-
tury, when Saint Basil the Great, who was a bishop, wanted to distribute money 
to the poor in his Diocese.  He commissioned some women to bake sweetened 
bread, in which he arranged to place gold coins. Thus the families in cutting the 
bread to nourish themselves, were pleasantly surprised to find the coins.

The Annual Home Observance

This original event which happened in Cappadocia of Caesarea in the last half of 
the fourth century, is very much alive in our Orthodox homes each year on Janu-
ary 1st.

According to tradition, special sweet bread (in some areas of Greece, it takes the 
form of a cake) is prepared both in the Orthodox homes and in the Church com-
munity which is called Vasilopita.  Sweets are added to the bread which symbolize 
the sweetness and joy of life everlasting.  It also symbolizes the hope that the 
New Year will be filled with the sweetness of life, liberty, health, and happiness for 
all who participate in the Vasilopita Observance. When the Vasilopita is prepared, 
a coin is usually added to the ingredients. When the bread is cut and the observ-
ance begins, the individual who receives that portion of the Pita which contains 
the coin is considered blessed.

This tradition adds joy to the celebration at the beginning of the New Year, which 
everyone hopes will bring joy to all. Many Orthodox Christians enjoy the Vasilopita 
at home with their loved ones during the New Year celebration. The head of the 
family cuts the pieces of pita for all members of the family. Since Saint Basil loved 
the poor people, a special piece is cut for the unfortunate of the world, which 
symbolizes our concern for the poverty-stricken people of all nations.

Saints:  The Holy Martyrs Hermylus and Stratonicus
Maximos the Righteous of Kapsokalyvia, Mount Athos



GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

Apolytikion, Hymn of the Feast; Hymnal P. 86-87 “The Angelic Powers”

“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in 
the pews)

Seasonal Kontakion: (Read)   You appeared to the world today, and Your light, 
O Lord, has left its mark upon us. With fuller understanding we sing to You: "You 
came, You were made manifest, the unapproachable light."

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 4:7-13 

BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's 
gift. Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and 
he gave gifts to men."   (In saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he 
had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is he 
who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things).  And 
his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for build-
ing up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ.

GOSPEL – Matthew 4:12-17
At that time, Jesus heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee; 
and leaving Nazareth He went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory 
of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen a great 
light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." 
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heav-
en is at hand."

• Today’s Epistle Reader: Alexandra Kales 

• Candle Stand: Stacey George and Peter George

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• Today we welcome in the New Year with the Blessing of the Loaves.
• The Vasilopita Bread will be shared in Alice & Gus Marty Hall after Services. 

Donations will also be collected for the Saint Basil Academy at that 
time.



• Sponsors and Workers needed for Our Greek Festival ! Please sign 
up today.  The Festival is in immediate need of approx. 20 $50 Boosters. 
Booster’s message or name will be printed on the Festival Brochure.  Those 
interested in volunteering please see Airien Thomas or Emily Thomas

• Please return your Stewardship Pledges as Soon as Possible.
• Kids  Closet  is  a  project  of  St.  Katherine’s  that  will  be  continued; 

Personal items and clothing for School Children, ages 8 to 16 years.
• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine 

Committee, at 352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.
• Please collect and bring all opening Tabs from Aluminum Cans for the 

Children.
• Protein Snacks for Soldier’s boxes;    See Amy Mirialakis for details.

Psalm 24:1
The world and all that is in it belong to the Lord; the earth and all who 

live on it are his.
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