
THE ORTHODOX MESSENGER
Vol. X, No. 50 – Sunday, December 18th, 2011

Christ the Savior Greek Orthodox Church - Presentation of Christ at the Temple
The Hellenic Orthodox Mission of Hernando County, Florida – “A Pan-Orthodox Christian Community”

Ecumenical Patriarchate + Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America + Metropolis of Atlanta

Church Location: 13460 Olympic Village Lane, Brooksville, FL 34614 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 15303 Spring Hill, FL 34604

Website:  www.csgoc.org, or www.christthesavior.info 

Church Office – (352) 796-8482

Fr. John Dalrymple – Priest

Cell (727) 475-1238

Email FrJohn@Dalrymple.com

Service Hours: Sundays and Feast Days: 

Orthros at 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
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Sunday before nativity
“O Lord, give us leave this day to celebrate Your true birthday, of 
which our annual festival puts us in mind. This day is like Yourself: 
it is the friend of man. Year by year it returns throughout the 
centuries, growing old with the aged, renewing itself with the 
newborn child. Year by year it comes to us, passes, and then 
returns, full of the old magic.”

St. Ephrem the Syrian                              
CONGRATULATIONS TO BISHOP-ELECT SEBASTIAN 
Bishop-elect Sevastianos, who was elected Bishop of Zela by the 
Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate last week, 
will be ordained to the Episcopacy by His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios of America on Dec. 17, at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of 
Holy Trinity in Manhattan. Concelebrating with the Archbishop 
will be Hierarchs of the Holy Archdiocese of America. 

The Ordination will take place during the Divine Liturgy starting at 9:30 a.m. The 
Archdiocesan Cathedral of Holy Trinity is located at 319 East 74th Street in Manhattan.

Bishop-elect Sevastianos served many parishes in our Holy Metropolis of Atlanta: Holy 
Trinity-Holy Cross in Birmingham, Alabama, U.S. (1980-82), Sts Constantine and Helen – Holy 
Cross, Huntsville, Alabama (1982-84, 1989-93), Holy Transfiguration, Marietta, Georgia (1993-
2004), and St. Nicholas Cathedral, Tarpon Springs, Florida (2004-06). He was appointed Chief 
Secretary of the Holy Eparchial Synod by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America on June 
1, 2006, a position that he still holds. He also served as President of the Clergy Syndesmos of the 
Metropolis of Atlanta for several years.

SAINTS: Sebastian the Martyr & his Companions; Our Righteous Father Michael Syngel-
lon the Confessor.

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection, 2nd Tone:  “When You descended” Hymnal pg. 81-

82
“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Seasonal Kontakion:(FIRST sung in Greek) I Parthenos simeron ton preonion Loghon 
(THEN Read) On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to / God the Word in-
effably, / Who was before all the ages. / Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing / the gladsome 
tidings; / with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him / Who is willing to be gazed 
on / as a young Child Who / before the ages is God.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”



EPISTLE – St Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40

BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city 
which has foundation, whose builder and maker is God. 

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jeph-
thah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women re-
ceived their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise 
again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not 
worthy - wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had 
foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.

GOSPEL – Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 

his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and 
Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahs-
hon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the fath-
er of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehobo-
am, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Je-
hoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the fath-
er of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the 
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the 
father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the 
father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 
Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim 
the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan 
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, 
who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and 
from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon 
to the Christ fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her hus-
band Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But 
as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; 
she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All 



this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel"(which means, God with us). When Joseph 
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not 
until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.

• Today’s Epistle Reader: David Covington

• Candle Stand: Jim Soulis and Niko Maroulis

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Please join us after Liturgy today for our Children’s Christmas Pagent.
• The Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil – our Christmas Eve service  - begins Dec. 24th at 

6:30pm
• Thanks to all who donated and participated in making Christ the Savior Christmas 

Card a huge success.   May GOD Bless you all.   Nancy Kastelan, Chair.

• Time to start restocking the Food Pantry for Christmas Baskets. We could use food items as 
soon as possible.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 
352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

• All Stewards,   who have an interest in and would like to read the Epistle on Sundays please 
contact Nikolai @ 352-686-0634.
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