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13th Sunday of Luke

Father Alexander Schmemann celebrated the divine liturgy for the 
last time on Thanksgiving Day. This was particularly appropriate 
since Father Alexander had devoted his whole life to teaching, 
writing and preaching about the Eucharist; for the word eucharist 
in Greek means thanksgiving. At the conclusion of the liturgy, 
Father Alexander took from his pocket a short written sermon, in 
the form of a prayer, which he proceeded to read. This was a 
strange occurrence since Father never wrote his liturgical 
homilies, but delivered them extemporaneously. These were his 
words, which proved to be the last ever spoken by him from the 
ambo in Church.

Thank You, O Lord!

Everyone capable of thanksgiving is capable of salvation and 
eternal joy.

Thank You, O Lord, for having accepted this Eucharist, which we offered to the Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and which filled our hearts with the joy, peace and righteousness of the 
Holy Spirit.

Thank You, O Lord, for having revealed Yourself unto us and given us the foretaste of Your 
Kingdom.

Thank You, O Lord, for having united us to one another in serving You and Your Holy Church.

Thank You, O Lord, for having helped us to overcome all difficulties, tensions, passions, temptations 
and restored peace, mutual love and joy in sharing the communion of the Holy Spirit.

Thank You, O Lord, for the sufferings You bestowed upon us, for they are purifying us from 
selfishness and reminding us of the "one thing needed;" Your eternal Kingdom.

Thank You, O Lord, for having given us this country where we are free to Worship You.

Thank You, O Lord, for this school, where the name of God is proclaimed.

Thank You, O Lord, for our families: husbands, wives and, especially, children who teach us how to 
celebrate Your holy Name in joy, movement and holy noise.

Thank You, O Lord, for everyone and everything.

Great are You, O Lord, and marvelous are Your deeds, and no word is sufficient to celebrate Your 
miracles.

Lord, it is good to be here! Amen.



SAINTS: James the Great Martyr of Persia; Nathaniel of Nitria & Pinouphrios of Egypt, the 
Righteous; James the Wonderworker, Bishop of Rostov.

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal  Hymn  of  the  Resurrection,  3rd Plagal  Tone:   “O  Lord  By  Your  Sacred 

Cross” Hymnal p. 88-89
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Apolytia – “O Martis Sou, Kyrie” (In Pews)

Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Seasonal Kontakion:  (Read) On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to / 
God the Word ineffably, / Who was before all the ages. / Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing / 
the gladsome tidings; / with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him / Who is willing 
to be gazed on / as a young Child Who / before the ages is God.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 2:14-22

BRETHREN, Christ is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing 
wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And he came and 
preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him we both 
have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure 
is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

GOSPEL – Luke 18:18-27

At that time, a ruler came to Jesus and asked him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You 
know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false wit-
ness, Honor your father and mother.' " And he said, "All these I have observed from my youth." And 
when Jesus heard it, he said to him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute it 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." But when he heard this he 
became sad, for he was very rich. Jesus looking at him said, "How hard it is for those who have 
riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Those who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" But 
he said, "What is impossible with men is possible with God."



• Today’s Epistle Reader: Curtis Thomas 

• Candle Stand: Curt and Emily Thomas

• 2nd tray today for the Dino Adams Fund

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Today St Katherine’s Philoptochos Ladies Society  is honoring St. Katherine after Church in 

Gus & Marty Hall.   New Officers are:  Emily Thomas, Fran Christos, Jennie Palmenteri, 
Amy Mirialakis, and Venice Cosmadelis 

• We need  food items as soon as possible for Christmas Baskets
• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 

352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

Bulletin Sponsors; Curt and Emily Thomas
May the lord bless Andreas George Thomas 

We wish him health and happiness on this his Baptism Day 

We also wish to thank all of our Family and Friends

Curt and Emily Thomas
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