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9th Sunday of Luke

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ALEXIOS` MESSAGE ON THE NATIVITY FAST

"This...is what we are celebrating today: the Coming of God to man, that we might go forth, or rather 
that we might go back to God, that putting off the old man we might put on the New; and that as we 
have died in Adam so we might live in Christ, being born with Christ. Therefore, let us keep the 
feast, not after the manner of a pagan festival, but in a godly way.” St. Gregory the Theologian

The Nativity Fast or Advent (as it is often called) is the beginning of our preparation for the Birth of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the Logos (Word) of God. Advent means “coming” and is that 
period of time when we find ourselves waiting for the coming of the Messiah. For us as Orthodox 
Christians, the Nativity Fast comes at a time when all around us people are already celebrating 
Christmas. Often it seems as if our preparation for the Birth of our Savior consists of shopping and 
decorating, cooking and attending parties. 

In the past, families lived within Orthodox societies and certain traditions were part of the accepted 
way of life. Today in an environment that is not only secular but also increasingly hostile to 
Christianity and expressions of our faith, every family has to find a way to live an authentic 
Orthodox life. We notice that, while repudiating the religious meaning and significance of Advent 
and Christmas, society has gotten into the habit of observing what we might call a worldly or a 
secular “winter celebration,” especially in a commercial or materialistic way. Even before 
Halloween, businesses put up Christmas decorations, to try to attract customers, and so the season of 
frantic “busyness” and commercialism begins earlier and earlier each year, which takes a spiritual 
toll on all of us. 

As Christians, we must ask ourselves: Is this really celebrating a Christian Christmas? Is this really 
the reason that Christ was born on earth?  If we believe in God and in Jesus, his only Son, we know 
that we are to strive to be like Him in every way. If we are to benefit in any way from all the 
Christmas festivities, from the liturgical services and from the celebration of the birth of our Savior, 
we must be willing to receive him into our hearts, our minds and our souls, and follow His example. 

So we must prepare our hearts to receive “the King of All.” Through the tools that our Church 
provides, we strive to turn our focus away from materialism, overspending and overeating, to a 
Godly way of life that calls for prayer, fasting and acts of charity. This is why it is spiritually 
beneficial for us to observe Advent and the Nativity Fast, to give ourselves a quiet reflective time, to 
discipline ourselves through self control and patience – and wait. Through this season`s emphasis on 
prayer, fasting and charity, the spiritual reality of Christ`s Incarnation is brought into focus in our 
daily lives, and we will truly be able to celebrate His Birth.

With all my heart, I pray that you and your parish families will be blessed with a spiritually uplifting 
Advent season, filled with God’s true gifts of joy, compassion, health and peace of mind and heart. I 
remain

Paternally yours with love in Christ,

+ALEXIOS, Metropolitan of Atlanta 



SAINTS: The Forefeast of the Presentation of the Theotokos into the Temple; Gregory the 
Righteous of Decapolis; Proclus, Archbishop of Constantinople.

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection, 2nd Plagal Tone:  “The Angelic Powers” Hymnal p. 

86-87
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Seasonal Kontakion:  (Read) The whole world is filled today with joy and gladness / on 
the Theotokos's auspicious and resplendent feast, / whereon with great voice it crieth out: / 
The heavenly tabernacle is she in truth.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 2:4-10

BRETHREN, God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when 
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the 
gift of God: not because of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

GOSPEL – Luke 12:16-21

The Lord said this parable: "The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to 
himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' And he said, 'I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I 
will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, 
be merry.' But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?' So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God." As he said these things, he cried out: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

• Today’s Epistle Reader: William Hazivasilis 

• Candle Stand: Jim Soulis & Niko Maroulis

• Today we offer the Holy Oil of Anointing



ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Many thanks to all who donated and worked at the Yard Sale.   “It was a success” God Bless 

you all.    Nancy & Nick Co-Chairmen.
• Time to start restocking the Food Pantry for Thanksgiving Baskets. We could use food items 

as soon as possible.
• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 

352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.
• Members of CSGOC are invited to join the coffee hour on November 27, 2011 to Honor St 

Katherine Philoptochos Society.
• Bakers are need to make prosfora,   Current supply is low.   See Nick Kastelan for details.

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

P.O. BOX 15303

SPRING HILL, FL 34604
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