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7rd Sunday of Luke

I have often found myself wishfully thinking that if I 
ever won the lottery, I would be able to endow the 
church and help the needy. In my more reflective 
moments, however, I realize that it is a mistake to 
thlnk that I would do more if only I had more money, 
or more time, or more talent. For most of us, this is 
merely an excuse for doing nothing. Instead of 
dreaming about what I would do if I had a million 
dollars, my time would be more productively spent 
doing the best I can with what I already possess. If we 
don't do our best with our present gifts, why do we 
think that we would do better if we had even more?

We also need to remember that how we give is also as 
important as what we give. It is for this reason that the 
gift of the widow's mite was more earnestly praised 
and valued by Jesus than was the gold piece of the 
wealthy man. It was given with greater sincerity of 
motive, and certainly represents far greater sacrifice. 

In the parable of the gold coins, moreover, Christ assures us that being faithful in "small 
matters' opens the door to greater opportunities.

Very few of us can give thousands of dollars to advance the work of the kingdom of God, or 
to send large sums of money to help feed starving children. But if every one else used that as 
a reason and excuse for not giving at all, then nothing good would ever happen. No matter 
how generous the wealthy may be, every good cause continues to depend on the small but 
steady stream of gifts from those who cannot give much, but are nonetheless moved to give 
what they can.

We also need to remember that not every gift is measured as money; perhaps your gift could 
be to teach a Church School class, or to sing in the choir. It is not important how much we 
give, as it is to be faithful in giving what we can. If you are faithful in this way, it may be 
that God will offer greater opportunity and capacity. Remember also that if you are not 
generous with a small income, you are not likely to be generous with a large one.

REV. ANDREW DEMOTSES

SAINTS: Paul the Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople.



GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection, 4th Tone:  “The Tidings” Hymnal p. 84-85
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Seasonal Kontakion:  (Read) A protection of Christians unshamable / Intercessor to our 
Holy Maker, unwavering / Please reject not / The prayerful cries of those who are in sin / In-
stead, come to us, for you are good / Your loving help bring unto us / Who are crying in 
faith to you / Hasten to intercede for us / And speed now to supplicate to him / As a protec-
tion for all time / Theotokos, for those who honor you

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 2:16-20

BRETHREN, you know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus  
Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by 
works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be 
justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly  
not! But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I  
through the law died to the law, that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

GOSPEL – Luke 8:41-56

At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and 
falling at Jesus' feet he besought him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve 
years of age, and she was dying. As he went, the people pressed round him. And a woman who had 
had a flow of blood for twelve years and had spent all her living upon physicians and could not be 
healed by anyone, came up behind him, and touched the fringe of his garment; and immediately her 
flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said, "Who was it that touched me?" When all denied it, Peter said, 
"Master, the multitudes surround you and press upon you!" But Jesus said, "Some one touched me; 
for I perceive that power has gone forth from me." And when the woman saw that she was not hid-
den, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why 
she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. And he said to her, "Daughter, your 
faith has made you well; go in peace." While he was still speaking, a man from the ruler's house 
came and said, "Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more." But Jesus on hearing 
this answered him, "Do not fear; only believe, and she shall be well." And when he came to the 
house, he permitted no one to enter with him, except Peter and John and James, and the father and 
mother of the child. And all were weeping and bewailing her; but he said, "Do not weep; for she is 



not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by the 
hand he called, saying, "Child, arise." And her spirit returned, and she got up at once; and he directed 
that something should be given her to eat. And her parents were amazed; but he charged them to tell 
no one what had happened.”

• Today’s Epistle Reader: Venice Cosmadelis 

• Candle Stand: Donna Hados & Jennie Palmenteri

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Emily & Curt wish to thank those that helped with the Monster Auto Show.   It was very 

much appreciated.
• Thank You who shared in the “Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box” program.
• Garage Sale November 11-12. Volunteers wanted to help; Thursday @ 9:00 AM,  Friday @ 

8:00 AM, And Saturday @ 8:00 AM.     Also your items are needed, please contact Nancy or 
Nick Kastelan for details at  (352) 686-0634

• Time to start restocking the Food Pantry for Thanksgiving Baskets. We need food items as 
soon as possible.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 
352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

• Reminder!!!   Deadline for Community Christmas Card is November 13 2011.    Thank You 
Nancy Kastelan.
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