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5th Sunday of Luke

October 28, 2011  OXI Day

The remembrance of October 28, 1940 through our annual observance of OXI Day is our excellent 
opportunity to honor the courage of those who stood firm in the face of tyranny and to cherish the 
freedom that we have inherited due to their great sacrifice.  This is a day of memorial for the people of 
Greece who were unwilling to defile the liberty gained by earlier generations by cowering under the 
threats of totalitarian regimes.  The response of “NO” to the demands of tyrants and their destructive 
agendas was a true and exemplary act of courage for all humanity.  This is also a day of gratitude and 
thanksgiving.  In calling to mind the great sacrifices of that era, our hearts are grateful for what has been 
offered for the sake of freedom, self-determination, and truth.  Our response continues to be an annual 
offering of memorial and praise to our fathers and mothers and of thanksgiving for the blessings of our 
heritage which brings joy and peace to our lives.

In this spirit of remembrance and gratitude we must also recognize that OXI Day presents a great 
challenge.  Certainly, this is a challenge to greater levels of civic engagement and awareness so that we 
are able to offer what is good and just in our communities and nation.  It is also a challenge to protect and 
nurture a responsible and mature understanding of freedom which does not use liberty as an opportunity 
for engaging in carnal activities, but as an opportunity for  serving one another in love (Galatians  5:13).

The challenge of OXI Day calls every person to stand firm for truth in the face of tyranny, to identify evil 
even when we are powerless, to be courageous in the midst of oppression, and to champion justice and 
confront violence with hearts and minds of peace.  The response of “NO” on October 28, 1940 revealed 
an unwillingness to sacrifice ideals for the sake of convenience and deny a heritage of freedom and 
democracy to avoid hardship. It was a firm denouncement of evil agendas which were fueling machines 
of power with the destruction of human life and communities.   Further, the Greeks of OXI gave an 
example of courage and hope that inspires us to know what makes us free and to offer these assurances to 
all of humanity.

We do this when we remember OXI day and accept its challenge.  When we stand firm on the witness of 
our heritage, grounded in the truth of our faith in God, we will be able to confront evil with a boldness 
that reveals the One who has defeated sin and death and offers assurance of life.  As people of faith, who 
do not have a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind (II Timothy 1:7) in the service 
of God and humankind, we will be able to annunciate a resounding “NO” to any person or force seeking 
to destroy life and well-being or to abolish liberty for the sake of domination.  In accepting this challenge, 
we will continue to champion the needs of those who do not have the freedom or are not allowed the 
rights that foster a quality of life and security befitting all human beings.

On this OXI Day, I encourage all of the faithful throughout America, all who are the beneficiaries of this 
heritage of freedom and courage and of great faith and sacrifice, to remember the courageous deeds of our 
past and to accept the challenge of this day for our future.  In faith and truth and in the strength of God, 
may we stand firm as witnesses of the love that overcomes evil, the justice that affirms what is good, and 
the peace that gives us hope in any condition of life from now to eternity.

With paternal love in Christ,

†DEMETRIOS  

Archbishop of America



SAINTS: Cleopas, Apostle of the 70; Zenobios & Zenobia the Martyrs

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection, 3rd Tone:  “Let All Things Rejoice” Hymnal p. 83-

84
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Seasonal Kontakion:  (Read) A protection of Christians unshamable / Intercessor to our 
Holy Maker, unwavering / Please reject not / The prayerful cries of those who are in sin / In-
stead, come to us, for you are good / Your loving help bring unto us / Who are crying in 
faith to you / Hasten to intercede for us / And speed now to supplicate to him / As a protec-
tion for all time / Theotokos, for those who honor you

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19

BRETHREN, I would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's gos -
pel. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God viol -
ently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my 
people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me  
apart before I was born, and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in  
order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go 
up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I re-
turned to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained 
with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.

GOSPEL – Luke 16:19-31

The Lord said, "There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazaros, full of sores, who de-
sired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 
The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and 
was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Laz-
aros in his bosom. And he called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send Lazaros to 
dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.' But Abra-
ham said, 'Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazaros in like 
manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, 
between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to 
you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.' And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to 
send him to my father's house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also 



come into this place of torment.' But Abraham said, 'They have Moses, and the prophets; let them 
hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if some one goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.' He said to them, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 
if some one should rise from the dead.'"

• Today’s Epistle Reader: Venice Cosmadelis 

• Candle Stand: James Soulis and Niko Maroulis

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Garage Sale November 11-12. Need your items, please contact Nancy or Nick Kastelan for 

details at  (352) 686-0634
• Time to start restocking the Food Pantry for Thanksgiving Baskets. We could use food items 

as soon as possible.
• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 

352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

Memorial Donation from John & Peter Hatzi:

"In memory of Presbytera Mary Liadis"

Bulletin Sponsor: The Underwood Family:
"In memory of our beloved Baby, Krystal Lynn. May her memory be  eternal."
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