
THE ORTHODOX MESSENGER
Vol. X, No. 36 – Sunday, September 11th, 2011

Christ the Savior Greek Orthodox Church - Presentation of Christ at the Temple
The Hellenic Orthodox Mission of Hernando County, Florida – “A Pan-Orthodox Christian Community”

Ecumenical Patriarchate + Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America + Metropolis of Atlanta

Church Location: 13460 Olympic Village Lane, Brooksville, FL 34614 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 15303 Spring Hill, FL 34604

Website:  www.csgoc.org, or www.christthesavior.info 

Church Office – (352) 796-8482

Fr. John Dalrymple – Priest

Cell (727) 475-1238

Email FrJohn@Dalrymple.com

Service Hours: Sundays and Feast Days: 

Orthros at 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Services as Announced

http://www.christthesavior.info/
http://www.csgoc.org/


Sunday before holy cross

This Wednesday,  September 14th is the celebration of 
the Elevation of the Venerable and Life-giving Cross:

Saint Helen, the mother of Saint Constantine the Great, 
when she was already advanced in years, undertook, in 
her great piety, the hardships of a journey to Jerusalem 
in search of the cross, about the year 325. A temple to 
Aphrodite had been raised up by the Emperor Hadrian 
upon Golgotha,  to defile and cover with oblivion the 
place where the saving Passion had been suffered. The 
venerable Helen had the statue of Aphrodite destroyed, 
and the earth removed, revealing the Tomb of our Lord, 
and three  crosses.  Of these,  it  was  believed that  one 
must be that of our Lord, the other two of the thieves 
crucified with Him; but Saint Helen was at a loss which 
one might be the Wood of our salvation. At the inspira-
tion of Saint Macarius, Archbishop of Jerusalem, a lady 

of Jerusalem, who was already at the point of death from a certain disease, was brought to 
touch the crosses, and as soon as she came near to the Cross of our Lord, she was made per-
fectly whole. Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted on high by Archbishop Macarius 
of Jerusalem; as he stood on the ambo, and when the people beheld it, they cried out, "Lord 
have mercy." 

It should be noted that after its discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was taken to Con-
stantinople as a blessing. The rest was left in Jerusalem in the magnificent church built by 
Saint Helen, until the year 614. At that time, the Persians plundered Palestine and took the 
Cross to their own country (see Jan. 22, Saint Anastasius the Persian). Late, in the year 628,  
Emperor Heraclius set out on a military campaign, retrieved the Cross, and after bringing it 
to Constantinople, himself escorted it back to Jerusalem, where he restored it to its place.

SAINTS:  Theodora the Martyr of Alexandria; Euphrosynos the Cook; Demetrios and Evanthea the 

Martyrs and their son Demetrianos.

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection, 4th Tone:  “The Tidings” Hymnal p. 84-85
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Seasonal Kontakion:  (Read) In your holy birth, Immaculate One, / Joachim and Anna were 
rid of the shame of childlessness; / Adam and Eve of the corruption of death./ And so your 



people, / free of the guilt of their sins, celebrate crying: / "The barren one gives birth to the 
Theotokos, who nourishes our life."

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 6:11-18

BRETHREN, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those 
who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, 
and not only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those  
who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you cir-
cumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  
For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace 
and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man  
trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

GOSPEL – John 3:13-17

The Lord said, "No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, 
the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn 
the world, but that the world might be saved through him."

• Today’s Epistle Reader: Curtis Thomas

• Candle Stand: Donna Hados and Jennie Palmentari

• 2nd tray for the Building fund

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• Building Committee meeting this morning, after the Divine Liturgy

• Parish Council Meeting tomorrow, Sept. 12th at 7:pm

• Garage Sale November 11-12. Need your items, please contact Nancy or Nick Kastelan for 
details at  (352) 686-0634



• Please bring your newspapers for recycling.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 
352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

Bulletin sponsor: William B. Eugenides Sr. and famiy.,

"Capt. Chris Eugene, beloved brother of William B. Eugenides,

for the one year anniversary of his demise. 

May the Lord bless him, may he have eternal rest in peace."

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

P.O. BOX 15303
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