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9th Sunday of Matthew and fore-feast of the dormition

The principle and source of the virtues is a good disposition of 
the will, that is to say, an aspiration for goodness and beauty. 
God is the source and ground of all supernal goodness. Thus the 
principle of goodness and beauty is faith or, rather, it is Christ, 
the rock of faith, who is principle and foundation of all virtues. 
On this rock we stand and on this foundation we build every 
good thing (cf. I Cor. 3:11).

-St. Gregory of Sinai

 The very fire which purifies gold, also consumes wood. Pre-
cious metals shine in it like the sun, rubbish burns with black 
smoke. All are in the same fire of Love. Some shine and others 
become black and dark. In the same furnace steel shines like the 

sun, whereas clay turns dark and is hardened like stone. God is a loving fire, and He is a lov-
ing fire for all: good and bad. There is, however, a great difference in the way people receive 
this loving fire of God. The difference is in man, not God.

-Dr. Alexandre Kalomiros, “The River of Fire”

SAINTS: Fore-feast of the Dormition of our most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary; 
Micah the Prophet; Holy Heiromartyr Marcellus, Bishop of Apameia. 

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection, 4th PlagalTone:  “From on High Did you Descend” Hymnal 

p. 89
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Seasonal Kontakion:  (Read) In the Immaterial spirit / the whole world hath been mystically 
adorned / upon the glorious memory / and it doth cry to thee joyously / Rejoice, O Virgin /  
thou boast of the Christian race.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 3:9-17



BRETHREN,  we are God’s fellow workers;  you are God’s field, you are God’s build-
ing. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have 
laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on 
it. For  no  other  foundation  can  anyone  lay  than  that  which  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation withgold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be re-
vealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.  If anyone’s work 
which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he 
will  suffer  loss;  but  he  himself  will  be  saved,  yet  so  as  through  fire. 
Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If 
anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, 
which temple you are. 

GOSPEL – Matthew 14:22-34

At that time, Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other 
side, while He sent the multitudes away. And when He had sent the multitudes away, He 
went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. 
But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was con-
trary. Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea.  And 
when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” 
And they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good 
cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, com-
mand me to come to You on the water.” 

So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the 
water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and be-
ginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”

And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you 
of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. Then those who were in the boat came and[c] worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are 
the Son of God.” 

• Today’s Epistle Reader: William Hazivasilis

• Our second tray today is for the Building Fund

• Candle Stand: Donna Hados and Jennie Palmenteri

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2014:22-34&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23627c


ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• Once again, thanks to Alexandra, Rose, and Jim we have beautiful new large print Liturgy 
books. Enjoy them and say a pray of gratitude for the hard work that went into them.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 
352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

• Sunday School registration forms are available at candle stand.    Please register your 
children ASAP.
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