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Sixth Sunday of Matthew

The second Book of Samuel in the Old Testament tells us a 
great deal about the life of King David. One of the stories in-
cluded describes the time the Philistine armies had established 
their camp between the army of David and the town of Bethle-
hem. As David looked at the enemy camp, he could see bey-
ond it the stirring scenes of his boyhood. The sight of the town 
where he was born and grew up probably stirred fond memor-
ies of the innocence of his childhood.

David had been good in many ways,  but  his  past  was also 
marked by a number of serious sins. Like so many of us, he 
wished that he could go back and do some things over. Per-
haps this longing was what led him to say, "Oh that someone 
would give me a drink from the well of Bethlehem." (2 Sam. 
23:15). That water would be so sweet to his taste! When three 

of his loyal soldiers overheard him, they broke through enemy lines at the risk of their lives 
and brought him a pitcher of that water. But now the king, overcome with emotion, refused 
to drink the water and poured it out on a rock as an expression of his determination to devote 
the rest of his life to the service of God.

The fact is we cannot relive our past and change what has been done, so we should not waste 
time on cherished fantasies or vain regrets. It is because we cannot go back and do it over 
that Christ said, "Anyone who starts to plow and then keeps looking back is of no use for the 
kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62).

We need to remember, however, that it is well within our power to change the present and 
future course of our lives. In doing so, we also insure that in looking back; we will have no 
regrets over missed opportunities. In this regard, it might be helpful for us to remember a 
wonderful Easter proverb which tells us that "yesterday is already a dream, and tomorrow is 
only a vision, but today, well lived, makes every yesterday a dream of happiness, and every 
tomorrow a vision of hope." It is what we do today that counts.

REV. ANDREW DEMOTSES

SAINTS: Fore feast of the Precious Cross; Joseph the righteous of Aramethia; Eudokimos the Right-
eous of Cappadocia

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection, 2nd PlagalTone:  “The Angelic Powers” Hymnal p. 86-87
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)



Seasonal Kontakion:  (Read)  You were transfigured upon the mount / O Christ our God / 
and Your disciples / in so far as they could bear / beheld Your glory. / Thus, when they see 
You crucified / they may understand Your voluntary passion / and proclaim to the world  /  
that You are truly the effulgence of the Father.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St Paul’s Letter to the Romans 15:1-7

BRETHREN, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to 
please ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to edify him. For Christ did 
not please himself; but, as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on 
me." For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that by stead-
fastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in ac-
cord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
your Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God.

GOSPEL – Matthew 9:27-35

At  that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, 
"Have mercy on us, Son of David." When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; 
and Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, 
Lord." Then he touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith be it done to you." And 
their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, "See that no one knows it." But 
they went away and spread his fame through all that district.

As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to him. And when the de-
mon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying, "Never was 
anything like this seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He casts out demons by the prince 
of demons."

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity among the people.

• Today’s Epistle Reader: David Covington

• Candle Stand: James Soulis and Niko Maroulis 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• CSGOC wishes to thank Maria Angeliadis for the donation of  Her Time and Talent, 
who made the Vacation Bible School a success.  Her assistants were Kara 
Hazivasilis, Emily Thomas and Rose Soulis, 

• Thanks to Alexandra, Rose, and Jim we have beautiful new large print Liturgy books. Enjoy 
them and say a pray of gratitude for the hard work that went into them.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 
352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

Bulletin Sponsor: John Stavros

"In memory of my mother Krystallenia"

Memorial: From George and Aphrodite Nikas

"Theona Hatzi, May her memory be eternal"
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