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3rd Sunday of Matthew
July 4, 2011                                                                   For you, brethren, have been called to liberty;
Independence Day                                            only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh,
                                                                              but through love serve one another. (Galatians 5:13) 
 Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 
On this annual celebration of freedom and the commemoration of the founding of this nation, I greet 
you in the love of our Lord who offers to us enduring liberty leading to a creative life on earth and 
ultimately eternal life.  Our liberty in Christ frees us from the bondage of sin and death through the 
power of the Resurrection and the presence of the Holy Spirit.  As the Apostle Paul states in his 
Epistle to the Galatians, this liberty is to be led by the Spirit and should not be an opportunity to do 
the works of the flesh or fulfill selfish desires.  Instead, this freedom should produce and nurture the 
fruit of the Spirit, leading each person in love and acts of service toward others (Galatians 5:22).
 
Our love and service toward others as Orthodox Christians and the building up of the community of 
faith is also the foundation for our relationship with the broader community in which we live.  Civic 
engagement is an important facet of our lives, as we express concern for the social environment in 
which we live and for those with whom we share it.  This was a principle that was recognized by the 
founders of our country.  A democratic government and a stable and free society necessitate the act-
ive participation in the political and civic life of the nation.  They affirmed that participation should 
not be forced or coerced, but they also recognized that the well-being of the nation would be depend-
ent on a robust and responsible engagement by the people.
 
One challenge is that this freedom which we celebrate on the 4th of July each year can paradoxically 
be the negative opportunity for selfishness, greed, and apathy, leading to a decline in engagement 
and a lack of concern for others in our communities.  This is why our Orthodox Christian faith has so 
much to offer.  Our civic engagement is a manner in which we express the love of God.  It is our vo-
cation as His people to labor for an environment where people have the opportunity to live securely, 
to be free, and to flourish.  In addition, we offer a witness of the nature and power of true freedom, as 
we unite the freedoms we have in this country with the manner of life we live in Christ.
 
On this Independence Day, may we commemorate the many blessings of freedom and life that we 
share in this country.  May we also consider our engagement within our communities and how we 
share our faith and the love of God through our service to others.  For each and every person may we 
seek all that is good, just, and leads to a blessed life in God, which guarantees true freedom.
 
With paternal love in Christ,
†DEMETRIOS
Archbishop of America 



SAINTS: Hyacinth the Martyr of Caesarea and Theodotos and Theodota the Myrtyrs;

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection, 2nd Tone:  “When You Descended” Hymnal p. 81-82
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Kontakion:  (Read) A protection of Christians unshamable / Intercessor to our Holy Maker, 
unwavering / Please reject not / The prayerful cries of those who are in sin / Instead, come to 
us, for you are good / Your loving help bring unto us / Who are crying in faith to you / 
Hasten to intercede for us / And speed now to supplicate to him / As a protection for all time 
/ Theotokos, for those who honor you

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – Romans 5:1-10

BRETHREN, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Through him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we re-
joice in our hope of sharing the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and charac-
ter produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. While we were still weak, at 
the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man -- 
though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. But God shows his love for us in 
that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we are now justified by 
his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are re-
conciled, shall we be saved by his life.

GOSPEL – Matthew 6:22-33
he Lord said, "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole 
body will be full of light; but if your eye is not sound, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can 

serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I tell you, do 
not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about your 
body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by be-

T



ing anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of 
the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' 
or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear? For the Gentiles seek all these things; and 
your heavenly Father knows you need them all. But seek first his kingdom and his right-
eousness, and all these things shall be yours as well."

Today’s Epistle Reader: Nikolai Kastelan

Candle Stand: Donna Hados and Jennie Palmentari 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Our Memorial Service today is for Lois Dalrymple (10 years); Fr John’s mother.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 
352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

P.O. BOX 15303

SPRING HILL, FL 34604
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