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Sunday of the Samaritan woman

One of  the  most  ancient  cities  of  the  Promised  Land was  Shechem,  also 
called Sikima, located at the foot of Mount Gerazim. Near to this town, Jacob 
bought a piece of land where there was a well. This well, preserved even until 
the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's well. Later, before he died in Egypt,  
he left  that piece of land as a special inheritance to his son Joseph (Gen. 
49:22). 

In the year 721 B.C, Salmanasar, king of the Assyrians, took the ten tribes of 
Israel into captivity. He then gathered peoples from various nations and sent 
them to Samaria. The Jews rejected them as heathen and foreigners, and had 
no communion with them at all, as the Samaritan woman observed, "the Jews 

have no dealings with the Samaritans" (John 4:9). Therefore, the name Samaritan is used derisively 
many times in the Gospel narrations. After the Ascension of the Lord, and the descent of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was baptized by the holy Apostles and became a great 
preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called Photine, and her feast is kept on February 26.

SAINTS: Vasilikos the Martyr, Bishop of Comana; Holy New Martyrs Demetrius and Paul 
of Tripoli; John-Vladimir, Ruler of Serbia

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Dismissal Hymn 4th Tone: (Read) “When the tidings . . .” Hymnal,  84-85
 “Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)
Kontakion for Pascha: (Read)  Even though You descended into the grave, / O immortal One, / 
You destroyed the power of Hades; / and You arose as victor, / O Christ our God, / saying to the 
myrrh-bearing women, / “Hail!” / And to Your Apostles granting peace; / You also grant resurrec-
tion to the fallen.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – Acts of the Apostles 11:19-30

I N THOSE DAYS, those apostles who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over 
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except 
Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to 
the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great  
number that believed turned to the Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, 
and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he ex-
horted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a good man, full of  
the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large company was added to the Lord. So Barnabas went to 
Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year 
they met with the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch the disciples were  



for the first time called Christians. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Anti-
och. And one of them named Agabos stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great  
famine over all the world; and this took place in the days of Claudius. And the disciples determined,  
every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brethren who lived in Judea, and they did so,  
sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

GOSPEL – John 4:5-42
t that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his 
son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down 
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For his dis-
ciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Je-
sus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' 
you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, 
you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you 
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his 
cattle?" Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of 
the water that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I 
may not thirst, nor come here to draw."

Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman answered him, "I have no 
husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five hus-
bands, and he whom you now have is not your husband; this you said truly." The woman said to him, 
"Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that Jer-
usalem is the place where men ought to worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the 
Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth." The woman said to him, "I know that the Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when 
he comes, he will show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he."

Just then his disciples came. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but none said, "What 
do you wish?" or, "Why are you talking with her?" So the woman left her water jar, and went away 
into the city and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 
Christ?" They went out of the city and were coming to him.

Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying "Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food to eat 
of which you do not know." So the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him food?" 
Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. Do 
you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see 
how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One sows 
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and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you 
have entered into their labor."

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony. "He told me all 
that I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 
stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, "It is 
no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard ourselves, and we know that this 
is indeed Christ the Savior of the world."

• Today’s Epistle Reader: Venice Cosmadelis  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Today after the Divine Liturgy is our twice annual General Assembly meeting

• Congratulations and a heartfelt thank you to all that made our first annual Greek Fest a 
HUGE success.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, at 
352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

• Second Tray for Dino Adamis
FROM THE TREASURER – 05/15/2011; Candles - $57, Steward - $370, Cash Donations - $26, 
Cofee Hour - $51, Hospital Kit - $25

Bulletin Sponsor: Emily & Curt Thomas

We welcome our newest grandson Andreas George Thomas, born ( 7 lbs. 11ozs) at 11:07 
pm May 13th 2011.
May God Bless him, his proud parents Achilles & Evangelia & brother Evan & sis Angie.

Festival Chairman Emily Thomas.
Wishes to thank all of the Wonderful Volunteers & Sponsors, who made the 1st Greek 
Festival possible and a Huge success.   

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
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