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Sunday of the paralytic

Close  to  the  Sheep's  Gate  in  Jerusalem,  there  was  a  pool, 
which was called the Sheep's Pool. It had round about it five 
porches, that is, five sets of pillars supporting a domed roof. 
Under this roof there lay very many sick people with various 
maladies, awaiting the moving of the water. The first to step in 
after  the  troubling  of  the  water  was  healed  immediately  of 
whatever malady he had.

It was there that the paralytic of today's Gospel way lying, tor-
mented by his infirmity of thirty-eight years. When Christ be-
held him, He asked him, "Wilt thou be made whole?" And he 
answered with a quiet and meek voice, "Sir, I have no man, 
when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool." The Lord 
said unto him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." And straight-

away the man was made whole and took up his bed. Walking in the presence of all, he depar-
ted rejoicing to his own house. According to the expounders of the Gospels, the Lord Jesus 
healed this paralytic during the days of the Passover, when He had gone to Jerusalem for the 
Feast, and dwelt there teaching and working miracles. According to Saint John the Evangelist, 
this miracle took place on the Sabbath. 

SAINTS: Pachomios the Great Martyr; Achilles Bishop of Lassira; Barbaros the Myrrhbearer 
of Kerkyra. 

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

Apolitikion For the Evangelist: (Read) O Apostle, the beloved of Christ God / hasten to 
deliver us, a people that has no excuse. / He accepts you supplicating Him, / for He 
condescended at the Supper / to let you lean on Him. / Entreat Him, O Theologian, /  
that He scatter the persistent cloud of hostile nations, / and pray for us, / for peace  
and great mercy.. 

Apolitikion For the Myrrh bearers: (Read) The Angel standing at the sepulcher / cried 
out and said to the ointment bearing women: / The ointments are appropriate for mortal  
men, / but Christ has been shown to be a stranger to decay. / So go and cry aloud, /  The  
Lord has risen / and granted the world His great mercy.

“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)
Kontakion for Pascha: (Read)  Even though You descended into the grave, / O immortal 
One, / You destroyed the power of Hades; / and You arose as victor, / O Christ our God, / 
saying to the myrrh-bearing women, / “Hail!” / And to Your Apostles granting peace; / 
You also grant resurrection to the fallen.



Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – Acts of the Apostles 9:32-42

I N THOSE DAYS, as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the 
saints that lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for 
eight years and was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise  
and make your bed." And immediately he rose. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw 
him, and they turned to the Lord. Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which  
means Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity. In those days she fell sick and 
died; and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near  
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him entreating him, "Please 
come to us without delay." So Peter rose and went with them. And when he had come, they 
took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping, and showing tunics  
and other garments which Dorcas made while she was with them. But Peter put them all out-
side and knelt down and prayed; then turning to the body he said, "Tabitha, rise." And she  
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and lifted her  
up. Then calling the saints and widows he presented her alive. And it became known through-
out all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

GOSPEL – John 5:1-15
t that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a 
pool, in Hebrew called Bethesda which has five porticoes. In these lay a multitude of in-
valids, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water; for an angel of the 

Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and troubled the water; whoever stepped in 
first after the troubling of the water was healed of whatever disease he had. One man was 
there, who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been 
lying there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be healed?" The sick man answered 
him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am 
going another steps down before me." Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your pallet, and walk." 
And at once the man was healed, and he took up his pallet and walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who was cured, "It is the Sabbath, 
it is not lawful for you to carry your pallet." But he answered them, "The man who healed me 
said to me, 'Take up your pallet, and walk.' "They asked him, "Who is the man who said to 
you, 'Take up your pallet, and walk'?" Now the man who had been healed did not know who it 
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found him 
in the temple, and said to him, "See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befall 
you." The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him.

• Today’s Epistle Reader: David Covington  

A



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Congratulations and a heartfelt thank you to all that made our first annual Greek Fest 
a HUGE success.

• Next Sunday we will hold our regularly scheduled General Assembly meeting.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, 
at 352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

FROM THE TREASURER – 05/08/2011; Candles - $117, Steward - $945, Cash Donations 
- $47, Cofee Hour - $28, 

Memorial donation - George and Doris Soropoulos, "In memory of Steven Soro-
poulos".

Memorial donation - Bill and Ruby Hazivasilis, "In memory of Theona Hatzi".
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