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Holy myrrh bearers Sunday 

About the beginning of His thirty-second year, when the Lord 
Jesus  was  going  throughout  Galilee,  preaching  and  working 
miracles, many women left their own homeland followed Him. 
They ministered unto Him out of their own possessions, even 
until His crucifixion and entombment;  and afterwards, neither 
losing faith in Him after His death, nor fearing the wrath of the 
Jewish rulers, they came to the sepulcher, bearing the myrrh-
oils they had prepared to anoint His body. It is because of the 
myrrh-oils that these God-loving women brought to the tomb of 
Jesus that  they are called the Myrrh-bearers.  Of those whose 
names are known are the following: first of all, the most holy 
Virgin Mary, who in Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40 is called 
"the mother of James and Joses" (these are the sons of Joseph 
by a previous marriage, and she was therefore their step-moth-

er); Mary Magdalene (celebrated July 22); Mary, the wife of Clopas; Joanna, wife of Chouza,  
a steward of Herod Antipas; Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee, Mary and Martha, the  
sisters of Lazarus; and Susanna. As for the names of the rest of them, the evangelists have 
kept silence.

Together with them we celebrate also the secret disciples of the Savior, Joseph and 
Nicodemus. Of these, Nicodemus was a prominent leader among the Jews and of the order of 
the Pharisees. He had believed in Christ when, at the beginning of our Savior's preaching of 
salvation, he came to Him by night. Furthermore, he brought some one hundred pounds of 
myrrh-oils and an aromatic mixture of aloes and spices out of reverence and love for the di-
vine Teacher (John 19:39). Joseph, who was from the city of Arimathea, was a wealthy and 
noble man, and one of the counselors who were in Jerusalem. He went boldly to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus, and together with Nicodemus he gave Him burial. 

SAINTS: John the Apostle, Evangelist and Theologian; Arsenios the Great; 

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

Apolitikion For the Evangelist: (Read) O Apostle, the beloved of Christ God / hasten to 
deliver us, a people that has no excuse. / He accepts you supplicating Him, / for He 
condescended at the Supper / to let you lean on Him. / Entreat Him, O Theologian, /  
that He scatter the persistent cloud of hostile nations, / and pray for us, / for peace  
and great mercy.. 

Apolitikion For the Myrrh bearers: (Read) The Angel standing at the sepulcher / cried 
out and said to the ointment bearing women: / The ointments are appropriate for mortal  
men, / but Christ has been shown to be a stranger to decay. / So go and cry aloud, /  The  
Lord has risen / and granted the world His great mercy.



“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)
Kontakion for Pascha: (Read)  Even though You descended into the grave, / O immortal 
One, / You destroyed the power of Hades; / and You arose as victor, / O Christ our God, / 
saying to the myrrh-bearing women, / “Hail!” / And to Your Apostles granting peace; / 
You also grant resurrection to the fallen.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St. John's First Universal Letter 1:1-7

T HAT WHICH WAS from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life 
- the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal  
life which was with the Father and was made manifest to us - that which we have seen and 
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is  
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing this that our joy may be  
complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not live according to the truth; but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

GOSPEL – Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8

t that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also him-
self looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the 
body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centuri-

on, he asked him whether he was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that 
he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking him 
down, wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb which had been hewn out of 
the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where he was laid.

And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Sa-
lome, bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of 
the week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, 
"Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?" And looking up, they saw 
that the stone was rolled back; for it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young 
man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to 
them, "Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he is 
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not here; see the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
before you to Galilee; there you will see him, as he told you." And they went out and fled 
from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid.

• Today’s Epistle Reader: Fevronia Stampoulis  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Betty Frango has asked that her sister and her son Stephen be added to your prayer 
list. Stephen recently fell asleep in the Lord. May his memory be eternal.

• We continue to look for and gratefully accept donations for the Priest’s hospital kit. 
Thank You

• If you have not returned your stewardship pledge card, please prayerfully consider 
your commitment to this the Body of Christ and return your pledge to the church.  

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherine’s Sunshine Committee, 
at 352-686-1199, if you know of anyone who is ill.

• If  you  have  not  returned  your  stewardship  pledge  card,  please  prayerfully 
consider your commitment to this the Body of Christ and return your pledge to 
the church.

• Parish Council Meeting, Monday Evening @ 7:00 PM
• Two Trays today,  Second Tray Building Fund.

FROM THE TREASURER – 05/01/2011; Candles - $138, Steward - $345, Cash Donations 
- $47, Cofee Hour - $17, Hospital Kit - $25. Easter gifts - $75

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

P.O. BOX 15303

SPRING HILL, FL 34604
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