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thomas Sunday

Though the doors were shut at  the dwelling where the 
disciples were gathered for fear of the Jews on the even-
ing of the Sunday after  the Passover,  our  Savior  won-
drously  entered  and  stood  in  their  midst,  and  greeted 
them with His  customary words,  "Peace  be unto you." 
Then He showed unto them His hands and feet and side; 
furthermore, in their presence, He took some fish and a 
honeycomb and ate before them, and thus assured them 
of  His  bodily Resurrection.  But  Thomas,  who was not 
then present with the others, did not believe their testi-
mony concerning Christ's Resurrection, but said in a de-
cisive manner, "Except I shall see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 

and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe." Wherefore after eight days, that 
is, on this day, when the disciples were again gathered together and Thomas was with 
them, the Lord Jesus came while the doors were shut, as He did formerly. Standing in 
their midst, He said, "Peace be unto you"; then He said to Thomas, "Bring hither thy 
finger, and behold my hands; and bring hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and 
be not unbelieving, but believing."

And Thomas, beholding and examining carefully the hands and side of the Master, 
cried out with faith, "My Lord and my God." Thus he clearly proclaimed the two 
natures - human and divine - of the God-man (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29).

This day is called Antipascha (meaning "in the stead of Pascha," not "in opposition to 
Pascha") because with this day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the Church consecrates 
every Sunday of the year to the commemoration of Pascha, that is, the Resurrection.

SAINTS: Jeremiah the Prophet; New Martyr Maria of Fourna, Mirabella in Crete;

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

Apolitikion of the Feast: (Read) While the tomb was sealed, / You, O Life, / did shine 
forth from the grave, / O Christ God; / and while the doors were shut, / You 
came to Your disciples, / O Resurrection of all, / renewing through them / an 
upright Spirit in us / according to Your great mercy. 

“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)



Kontakion for Pascha: (Read)  Even though You descended into the grave, / O im-
mortal One, / You destroyed the power of Hades; / and You arose as victor, / O Christ 
our God, / saying to the myrrh-bearing women, / “Hail!” / And to Your Apostles 
granting peace; / You also grant resurrection to the fallen.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20

I N THOSE DAYS, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of 
the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. None of the rest dared join 
them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than ever believers were added to the 
Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the 
streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall 
on some of them. The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the 
sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the high priest rose 
up and all who were with him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they 
arrested the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord 
opened the prison doors and brought them out and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak 
to the people all the words of this Life." 

GOSPEL – John 20:19-31

n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the dis-
ciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them: 
"Peace be with you." When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you." And when He had said this, He breathed 
on them, and said to them: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him: "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them: "Unless I see in His 
hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in 
His side, I will not believe."

Eight days later, His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors 
were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said: "Peace be with you." Then He 
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it 
in my side; do not be faithless, but believing." Thomas answered Him, "My Lord and my 
God!" Jesus said to Him: "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believe."

O



Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have life in His name.

• Today’s Epistle Reader: Curtis Thomas  

• Parish Council candle stand attendants: Donna Hados & Jennie Palmenteri 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Volunteers & Sponsors are needed  for  our  First  Greek Festival  on 
May 14, at Hernando County Fair Grounds.  Contact Emily Thomas at 352-
650-0307.

• Items badly needed for Yia Yia’s Attic sale during Festival.  Bring to Church 
or Call Kara Hazivasilis 352-796-6469.

• Please  welcome  to  our  community  a  new  steward  Maria  Schreiber.  Maria  is 
recuperating from surgery and we hope and pray will join us again soon.

• We continue to look for and gratefully accept donations for the Priest’s hospital kit. –  
Thank you.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherines Sunshine Committee,  
if you know of anyone who is ill. Venice and Jennie Palmenteri will be sending cards  
and attending  Hospital  visitations.   If  you  would  like  to  help  please  contact 
Venice Cosmadelis at 352-686-1199.

FROM THE TREASURER – Holy Week; Candles - $767, Steward - $305, Cash Donations 
- $120, Easter Gifts - $145, Memorial Donation - $25. Magherista - $143

"In memory of Theona Hatzi”  - Paul and Angie Maniates

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

P.O. BOX 15303

SPRING HILL, FL 34604
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