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Sunday of st. John climacus

The memory of this Saint is celebrated on March 30, where 
his biography may be found. He is celebrated today because 
his book, The Ladder of Divine Ascent, is a sure guide to the 
ascetic life, written by a great man of prayer experienced in 
all forms of the monastic polity; it teaches the seeker after sal-
vation how to lay a sound foundation for his struggles, how to 
detect and war against each of the passions, how to avoid the 
snares laid by the demons, and how to rise from the rudiment-
al virtues to the heights of Godlike love and humility. It is 
held in such high esteem that it is universally read in its en-
tirety in monasteries during the Great Fast.

    ----------------------------------------------------------

"Do not be surprised that you fall every day; do not give up, but stand your ground 
courageously. And assuredly, the angel who guards you will honor your patience." 

St. John Climacus 

SAINTS: Sunday of St John Climacus; Nakitas the Confessor; Joseph the Hymno-
grapher; Theodosia and Irene the Martyrs 

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

Apolitikion of the Feast:  (Read) The barren wilderness you made fertile / with the 
streams of your tears; / and by your deep sighing / you have give fruit / through 
your struggles a hundred-fold. / Accordingly, / you have become a star / for the 
universe, / sparkling with miracles. / Therefore, O righteous father St. John, / 
intercede with Christ God / to save our souls.  

“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Kontakion of the Feast (Lenten Hymn Pg 98-99): (Read)   To you as champion / unto 
victory invincible, / your City offers thanks, / giving unto you. / From our trials Theo-
tokos / have you redeemed us / for you possess invincible might and power. / From all 
dangers Theotokos deliver us, / as we cry unto you – Hail O Bride unwedded! 

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”



EPISTLE – St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 6:13-20

B RETHREN, when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater 
by whom to swear, he swore to himself, saying, "Surely I will bless you and multiply 
you." And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed 
swear by a greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for con-
firmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise 
the unchangeable character of his purpose, he interposed with an oath, so that through 
two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we 
who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set be-
fore us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into 
the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our be-
half, having become a high priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

GOSPEL – Mark 9:17-31

t that time, a man came to Jesus kneeling and saying: "Teacher, I brought my son 
to you, for he has a dumb spirit; and wherever it seizes him it dashes him down; 
and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to 

cast it out, and they were not able." And he answered them, "O faithless generation, 
how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me." 
And they brought the boy to him; and when the spirit saw him, immediately it con-
vulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And 
Jesus asked his father, "How long has he had this?" And he said, "From childhood. 
And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if you can 
do anything, have pity on us and help us." And Jesus said to him, "If you can! All 
things are possible to him who believes." Immediately the father of the child cried out 
and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!" And when Jesus saw that a crowd came run-
ning together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "You dumb and deaf spirit, I 
command you, come out of him, and never enter him again." And after crying out and 
convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of 
them said, "He is dead." But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he 
arose. And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, "Why 
could we not cast it out?" And he said to them, "This kind cannot be driven out by 
anything but prayer and fasting." They went on from there and passed through Galilee. 
And he would not have any one know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to 
them, "The Son of man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him; 
and when he is killed, after three days he will rise." 

A



• Today’s Epistle Reader: David Covington  

• Parish Council candle stand attendants: Donna Hados & Jennie Palmenteri
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Building Committee meets April 6th at 7:00 pm

• Join us Friday, April 8th at 6:30pm for the Akathist Hymn

• The Parish Council approved the purchase of a Hospital Visitation kit. We welcome 
donations on behalf of a loved one to help defray the cost.

• If you have not returned your stewardship pledge card, please prayerfully consider 
your commitment to this the Body of Christ and return your pledge to the church.  

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherines Sunshine Committee, 
if you know of anyone who is ill. Venice and Jennie Palmenteri will be sending cards 
and attending Hospital visitations.   If you would like to help please contact 
Venice Cosmadelis at 352-686-1199.

FROM THE TREASURER – 03/27/2011; Candles - $126, Steward - $345, Coffee Hour - 
$20. Cash Donations - $55, Easter Flowers - $200. Altar $30.

Memorial Donations: “In Memory of Theona Hatzi”
George and Aphrodite Nikas, Mr. and Mrs. John L. Cody, Ned & Pamela Eberle, Christ & 

Cynthia Stacey, Stanley & Virginia Stacey

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

P.O. BOX 15303

SPRING HILL, FL 34604
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