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 Sunday of the prodigal son

http://orthodoxhernandocountyfl.org/


Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Savior has set 
forth three things for us: the condition of the sinner, the 
rule of repentance, and the greatness of God's compassion. 
The divine Fathers have put this reading the week after the 
parable of the Publican and Pharisee so that, seeing in the 
person of the Prodigal Son our own wretched condition -- 
inasmuch as we are sunken in sin, far from God and His 
Mysteries -- we might at last come to our senses and make 
haste to return to Him by repentance during these holy days 
of the Fast.

Furthermore, those who have wrought many great iniquit-
ies, and have persisted in them for a long time, oftentimes 

fall into despair, thinking that there can no longer be any forgiveness for them; and so 
being without hope, they fall every day into the same and even worse iniquities. 
Therefore, the divine Fathers, that they might root out the passion of despair from the 
hearts of such people, and rouse them to the deeds of virtue, have set the present par-
able at the head of the Fast, to show them the surpassing goodness of God's compas-
sion, and to teach them that there is no sin -- no matter how great it may be -- that can 
overcome at any time His love for man.

SAINTS: Leo, Bishop of Catania; Agathus, Pope of Rome; Bessarion the Great

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS
Apolitikion – 2nd Plagal Tone  

(Sung in English before the Entrance) "The Angelic Powers" Hymnal, P. 86-87.
Priest “Wisdom! Attend!

“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Kontakion of the Prodigal Son (Read) When in my wretchedness / I ran away from 
your fatherly love, / I squandered in wickedness the riches You had given 
me. / And so now, like the Prodigal Son, I cry out to You: / “I have sinned 
in your sight, / O Merciful Father. / Receive me now that I repent / and 
make me as one of your hired servants.”

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”



EPISTLE – St. Paul's Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20
rethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are law-
ful for me," but I will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach and 
the stomach for food" -- and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not 
meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the 
Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are mem-

bers of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one 
body with her? For, as it is written, "The two shall become one flesh." But he who is united to 
the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits  
is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not  
your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body and in your spirit which 
belong to God.

GOSPEL – Luke 15:11-32
he Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them 
said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.'  And he 
divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he  

had and took his journey into a far country,  and there he squandered his property in loose 
living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began 
to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent  
him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; 
and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself  he said, 'How many of my  
father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will  
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you;  I  am no longer worthy to be called your  son;  treat  me  as one of  your  hired  
servants.' And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father 
saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to  
him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called  
your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him;  
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us  
eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.'  
And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked  
what this meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the  
fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go 
in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I  
have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I  
might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your  
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"

• Today’s Epistle Reader: Nikolai Kastelan 
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• Parish Council candle stand attendants: Curtis & Emily Thomas
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• We are going to do it! The time has come; we will have our 1st Greek Festival on May 
14th, 2011. But to make this a success we will need everyone’s support. For those of 
you interested in helping, please come to an organizational meeting This Sunday after 
church in the educational center.

• If you have not returned your stewardship pledge card, please prayerfully consider 
your commitment to this the Body of Christ and return your pledge to the church. 
TODAY is the last day to turn in your card and have a vote at the May General As-
sembly meeting.

• Please call Venice Cosmadelis, Chairman of the St. Katherines Sunshine Committee, 
if you know of anyone who is ill. Venice and Jennie Palmenteri will be sending cards 
and attending Hospital visitations.   If you would like to help please contact 
Venice Cosmadelis at 352-686-1199.

• The Shrimp dinner and Chinese Auction is on MARCH 13 after Church.

• The St Katherine’s Society will meet on MARCH 20

• We now have a recycling bin for newspapers, office paper, shredded paper. 
and  all stapled catalogs and magazines (  NO GLUE BINDINGS  ).  

Drop off your paper, benefitting the environment and your parish.

FROM THE TREASURER – 02/13/2011; Candles - $63, Coffee Hr. - $19, Steward 
- $670, Cash Donations - $37, bulletin sponsor - $25., Feast Day donation - $20.

Bulletin Sponsor: John Stavros,
"In my mothers memory, her birthday Feb - 15th"

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

P.O. BOX 15303

SPRING HILL, FL 34604
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