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 Sunday of the Canaanite & the celebration of the 
presentation of our lord in the temple

February 2, 2011
Rev. Fr. John Dalrymple
Parish Council President & esteemed Parish Council members
And the Faithful of Christ the Savior Greek Orthodox Church, Spring Hill, FL 
My dearly beloved in the Lord,

“May the Lord bless you and keep you;
May He let His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;

May He look upon you with kindness and give you His peace”. Numbers 6:24-26

On the auspicious occasion of the Feast Day of your beloved parish community, I greet you 
with joy and love in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

This occasion is important not only to the life of the parish but also in our own personal lives, 
because in honoring your Feast Day, we are celebrating an historic and Scriptural event – the 
Presentation of our Lord in the Temple, when forty days after Christ’s birth, Mary and Joseph,  
brought Him to the Temple to make the customary offering for purification; a pair of turtle-
doves or two young pigeons. This is one of the great Feast Days of our Church, often called 
The Meeting of Our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ, because the incarnate God, the  
Lord Jesus Christ, meets his people, Israel, in the Temple, represented by the Prophet Simeon 
and the Prophetess Anna. Indeed this Feast Day presents our Lord and Savior to us as well,  
our light and our salvation. At the same time, we receive a blessing by gathering together in a 
celebration that honors this wonderful Feast Day in a special manner. In this way, we are en -
lightened and inspired to dedicate our lives to serving our Lord fearlessly and faithfully with 
love and devotion.

As we lift up our hearts in prayer to our Lord, I congratulate you on this blessed day in the life  
of your beautiful Parish community. Let us rejoice, for the true light has come, the light that 
enlightens every man who is born into this world. Let all of us, be enlightened and made radi -
ant by this light. We have seen the salvation of the Lord!

With prayers and best wishes for a beautiful and spiritually uplifting Feast Day, I remain, 

Paternally yours with love in our Lord,

+Metropolitan Alexios
+ALEXIOS 
Metropolitan of Atlanta

SAINTS: Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople; Bucolos, Bishop of Smyrna

GOSPEL ENTRANCE AND OTHER HYMNS

http://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=Anna_the_Prophetess&action=edit
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Simeon_the_God-receiver
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Prophet
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Jesus_Christ
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Lord


Apolitikion – 4th Tone  

(Sung in English before the Entrance) "The Tidings" Hymnal, P. 84-85.
Priest “Wisdom! Attend!

“Come let us bow down to Christ” Hymnal P. 24
Troparion of this church - Hymn of the Presentation of Christ (See paper in the pews)

Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ (Read) O Christ our God, / who through Your 
birth / have sanctified the virginal womb / and have blessed the arms of 
Simeon. / You have come today / to save us! / When wars prevail, / keep Your 
people in peace / and strengthen our public authorities / in every good deed, / 
for You alone are the one who loves humankind.

Return to p. 26 of the Hymnal, to sing “Holy God . . . .”

EPISTLE – St. Paul's Letter to the Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1

rethren, you are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will live in them 
and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Therefore come out from them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and 

touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you 
shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement 
of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.

GOSPEL – Matthew 15:21-28

t that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and cried, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 
Dav id; my daughter is severely possessed by a demon." But he did not answer her 

a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, "Send her away, for she is 
crying after  us." He answered,  "I  was sent only to the lost  sheep of the house of 
Israel."  But  she  came  and  knelt  before  him,  saying,  "Lord,  help  me."  And  he 
answered, "It is not fair to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs." She said,  
"Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master's table." Then 
Jesus answered her, "O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire." 
And her daughter was healed instantly

• Today’s Epistle Reader: William Hazivasilis
• Parish Council candle stand attendants: Donna Hados & Jennie 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
• Please join us for a pot luck lunch today as we celebrate our Parish Name Day – The 

Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple,

• If you have not returned your stewardship pledge card, please prayerfully consider 
your commitment to this the Body of Christ and return your pledge to the church.

• The building committee under direction from the Parish Council, and guidance 
offered by attorney George Angeliadis is moving ahead with the selection of a realtor, 
hopefully choosing one this upcoming week. While this should result in a “For Sale” 
sign going up soon, no contract to sell the property can be approved without an af-
firmative vote from the Parish Assembly.

• We now have a recycling bin for newspapers, magazines, office paper, catalogues, 
and shredded paper. Drop off your paper, benefitting the environment and your parish.

DATES TO REMEMBER:  
• Feb 12th Mardi Gras!

FROM THE TREASURER – 01-30-2011; Candles - $87, Coffee Hr. - $27, Steward - $450, 
Cash Donations - $39.

Congratulations;
Father Stanley S. Harakas on the 55th  anniversary of his Ordination to the Holy 
Priesthood, February 1, 1956.  His first Liturgy was at Presentation Of Christ the 
Savior Church, in East Pittsburgh, PA.

May God grant him many years!

CHRIST THE SAVIOR

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

P.O. BOX 15303

SPRING HILL, FL 34604



Postmaster: Address Correction Requested                   
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